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No, wines do not have to be old to blow your mind but there is just something so mysterious,
magical and hypnotizing about the experience of age in preservation. When we use the cliché
“tasting history” it distracts from what is most poignant about tasting older wines. It’s the
humbling and how wisdom, acumen and meteorological circumstance conspire to take us away
from our troubles, to forget about life for a while and to realize that forces greater than us are truly
in charge.
There are also young wines so precocious and wise beyond their years that they somehow intuit
the future. These too can blow our minds, addle us as if lovestruck and disoriented so that only this
conﬂuence of smell, taste, texture and structure are what we know. It takes all kinds to populate a
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list that separates greatness from the rest, but that does not means only 17 wines were tasted to be
extraordinary in 2017. It means that some struck a vein while others grazed on the skin. Most
important is that all were experienced because someone chose to share them. Thank you to the
producers and the benefactors for bringing these bottles to light.
Related – 16 mind-blowing wines of 2016

Honourable Mentions
Château Haut-Brion 1986, Saffredi 2004, Brokenwood Sémillon 2007, Domaine Gros Frères Clos
Voguent Musigni 2013, M. Lapierre Morgon 2010, Domaine G. Roumier Bonnes-Mares Grand Cru
1996, Domaine Jamet Côte-Rôtie 2006, Coppo Barbera d’Asti Nizza Riserva della Famiglia 2009, Le
Fraghe Bardolino 2015, Sordo Barolo Riserva Gabutti 2006, Carobbio Chianti Classico 1990, J & J
Eger Kékfrankos 2006, Château Léoville Las Cases 2001, François Cotat Chavignol Sancerre Rosé
2009, Domaine La Vieux Télégraphe Châteauneuf du Pâpe La Crau 2005, D’Arie Syrah 2012, Julia
Bertram Handwerk Spätburgunder 2015, Planeta Carricante Eruzione 1614 2015, Dominus 1994,
Château Laﬁte Rothschild 1998 and Esmonin Gevrey-Chambertin Clos Saint-Jacques 1993.
Several times a years I gather with groups of like-minded, wine-spirited folks, to break bread and
to pop established icons, singular archetypes, varietal rarities and supernumerary misﬁts. Many of
the wines on this 2017 list are a result of having been fortunate enough to be included in repeated
repasts with pirates on picnics and doctors at dinner. Most of the rest are travel related, in fact this
year alone I tasted approximately 700 sangiovese, 200 barbera, 200 corvina and 100 nebbiolo. So
many more of those praiseworthy reds and rosés deserved spots on this docket but alas, the list is
short. I do not fulminate them, nor you neither. Here are Godello’s 17 mind-blowing wines of 2017.
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Antichi Poderi Dei Marchesi Di Barolo Gia’ Opera Pia Barolo 1958, Piedmont, Italy
Poured by Ernesto Abbona on his wife Anna’s birthday, a ’58 at the ripe old age of 58 (though it
will turn 59 later this year). Simply, in the words of the Abbona family, “a special evening, special
friends, special vintage,” with a cork that looks as good as new, though Ernesto takes great time
and care in its extraction. The aromas are blessed of a collective umami but would better be served
by a new descriptor because they are antediluvian and impossibly preserved. Forget mushrooms
and trufﬂes. These scents are brand new, with no truly identiﬁable frame of reference, as if plucked
from some guise of Eden where never before tasted dark berries fall effortlessly into the hand off of
gariga savoury-scented bushes, brambly and crawling intertwined with nasturtium on a
composting forest ﬂoor. The 1958 was and still is a nebbiolo of struttura, of a ﬁbra morale that tells
a story of consistency and longevity. With air it became more complex if deeper and turbido. That
this magical nebbiolo from another era hovered in the lasting air of a 30 minute long ethereal says
that you could open a few more but perhaps not much beyond its 60th birthday. Drink 2017-2018.
Tasted July 2017 marchesibarolo
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